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Statement on the Death of Eusebio Penalver Mazorra

May 13, 2006

Eusebio Penalver Mazorra was a Cuban
patriot who spent 28 years in Castro’s pris-
ons. His resistance to tyranny is a testament
to the moral courage of all Cubans who

desire to see freedom return to their beau-
tiful island nation. Laura joins me in send-
ing our thoughts and prayers to his family
and friends.

Remarks During a Presentation of White House Trees With Prime

Minister John Howard of Australia
May 14, 2006

President Bush. Well, first of all, Ambas-
sador, thanks for having us, and happy
birthday.

Ambassador Dennis Richardson.
you very much.

President Bush. How old are you?

Ambassador Richardson. Well

President Bush. Don't say, then. [Laugh-
ter] It's wonderful to be here with our dear
friends the Howards. I think it is inter-
esting that were planting two trees, and
this is a symbol of our enduring {friendship.
And T can’t thank you enough, John, for
your strong support for the liberty agenda,
deep desire for the world to be a peaceful
place. I really enjoy working with you for
the common good. Thanks for having us.

Prime Minister Howard. Thank you.
Well, George, you and Laura, not only for
the offices that you hold but also for the
people you are, are very welcome on this
piece of Australian soil in Washington. I
indicated to the President a moment ago
that it was here on this lawn that I ad-
dressed a news conference on the 12th of
September, 2001, when I said that Australia
would stand side by side with the United
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States in responding to the new threat of
terrorism. And that resolve is as strong now
as it was on the 12th of September, 2001.

These trees are a wonderful symbol of
that friendship. This residence has a lot
of history. It was, of course, the very first
residence occupied by an Australian envoy
to other than a then dominion or Common-
wealth country. And when the then Prime
Minister, R.G. Menzies, announced it, he
said that having an ambassador—a rep-
resentative or envoy to America rep-
resented the first time we were sending
one to what he called a foreign country.

There has certainly been nothing foreign
in the relationship between our two coun-
tries since then, and it’s great to have you
and Laura with us, and it's a wonderful
symbol. The Ambassador has got to look
after the trees—[laughter]—and to keep his
two rottweilers away from them. [Laughter]

NoOTE: The President spoke at 6:45 p.m. at
the Australian Ambassador’s residence. Par-
ticipating in the event was Australia’s Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Dennis Richardson.
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Remarks at the National Peace Officers Memorial Service

May 15, 2006

Thank you all very much. Thank you.
Thank you for the warm welcome, and
thank you for the privilege of being able
to join you today.

Every year on this day, our Nation {flies
flags at half-staff in grateful memory of the
officers who have lost their lives in the
line of duty. I emphasize the word “grate-
ful,” because were a grateful nation for
those who are willing to serve and to pro-
tect us all.

Once again, we added names to the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officerss Memo-
rial. And once again, we are here to pay
our most sincere respects to those whose
names have been added.

I appreciate Chuck Canterbury’s offer for
me to come and speak—I really do—and
I want to thank his service to the country
by serving as president of the National Fra-
ternal Order of the Police. I want to thank
the members of my Cabinet who are here.
I appreciate very much the Members of
the United States Congress who have
joined us, particularly Senator Frist and
Senator Leahy. I want to thank Aliza Clark
for her speech. I want to thank Ken Ford.
I appreciate Vince Gill; he gave the best
speech of the day. What a fantastic talent,
and thank you for coming, Vince, to help
heal the grief.

Family members of the fallen officers,
you're welcome here to the Nation’s Cap-
ital. We're really honored youre here. I
wish there was some way I could heal the
hurt in your heart. I wish there was a way
that we could help dry up the tears. I guess
the best way I can help is to say, we love
you, and we thank you for the sacrifice
of your loved ones. And as we thank you
for the sacrifice of your loved ones, we've
got to thank those law enforcement officers
who are trying to help you deal with your
grief.

The really interesting thing about the law
enforcement community is there’s such a
strong bond between those who serve on
the frontlines of fighting crime. They sit
by your side here in this important event;
they hold your hand; they put their arm
around you; theyre the brothers and sisters
who are trying to help you overcome the
pain youre going through. I want to thank
those who wear the Nation’s uniform, who
are helping our families who are here deal
with the grief, and I thank those who wear
the Nation’s uniform for working hard to
make America a peaceful place for those
of us who live here.

I know full well, as do all Americans,
that in every community, whether it be a
big community or a small community,
there’s a law enforcement officer on the
job watching over the neighborhoods, ready
for the next call. Each day in our country,
more than 850,000 men and women go to
work not knowing what the challenges
might bring. Yet each day, theyre com-
mitted to answering those challenges with
courage and decisiveness.

One of those who answered the call was
Harvey County, Kansas, Deputy Sheriff
Kurt Ford. Though Kurt Ford had left the
law enforcement in 2001, his heart really
never left it. There’s something about the
law enforcement officer who is so com-
mitted to the job that his or her heart
never leaves the job. He returned to service
after the terrorist attacks on September the
11th.

In April, he and a team responded to
a domestic violence call early on a Saturday
morning. When they arrived at the scene,
Officer Ford was shot. It turns out, Officer
Ford had run toward danger to protect the
vulnerable. And today we honor courage
of people like Officer Ford.
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